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1. Introduction
Listening, speaking, reading and writing
one’s native language are part of early child-
hood development. Grammatical structures are
somehow woven into the primary function of
language, which is communication of informa-
tion. Written language, to attempt to capture
and codify the sounds needed to communicate,
is presented as a way to “draw sounds” and then
link them to create meaningful words, phrases,
sentences and other elements of written com-
munication.
Second-language instruction is often ac-
complished through lessons that have a series
of teaching points―grammatical or functional
goals students try to achieve during the lesson
―that are rigidly structured and adapted to
rote learning.
Task-based learning shifts the focus away
from the language that is being used and to-
ward the completion of the task. This may be, at
times, frustrating and frightening for students.
On the other hand, examining real-life issues
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can be appreciated as more fun and exciting
than performing drills and exercises to increase
vocabulary or grammar abilities.
This practical report will chronicle ways
students were guided through the Current
Events and World News course. It is hoped this
account will provide some practical ideas for
other teachers to adapt this course and the
methods used in it to the needs of their stu-
dents.
2. Method - The flow of the course and
structure of the lessons
A number of techniques were used to guide
students through the tasks of the course. Co-
operation and group work were encouraged.
This was facilitated by having students form
small teams to work on assignments, giving
students freedom to choose their own topics, us-
ing class time for students to review feedback
and rehearse their presentations, and having
students give presentations as team-oriented
performances. A number of adjustments were
made as the course progressed.
2.1 The first class
The first class was a get-acquainted session
in which students were assigned seats in groups
of four or five. A seating plan―to be used in all
classes from then on―was established. Each
student was asked to do a self-introduction and
share one or two pieces of information about
themselves. For example, “My name is *, I’m
from Shin-Urayasu and I like to play basket-
ball.” The format varied. Some students said,
“Hi, I’m *. I live in Tokyo and my favorite thing
is sleeping.”
Next, students were put into their groups
for a simple “round” game. The game was
“Fruit, vegetable, animal.” In this game a stu-
dent may say “apple, animal” and then turn to
the next student who continues with “monkey,
vegetable”, to which the third student says “cab-
bage, animal (or fruit or vegetable)” and so on.
The teacher visits each group to set up the task
and encourage students to help each other come
up with the necessary answers.
Students were asked to come together as a
full class for the last part of the session. The
teacher then set out the general outline and
goals of the Current Events and World News
course in 18 slides that were projected onto the
screen at the front of the room. The purpose of
this presentation was to walk students through
the complete course so they would have a “road-
map” to follow as they progressed. After the
presentation, students were given a two-page
syllabus that was an exact copy of the text of
the presentation. For homework, students were
asked to research their own stories and be pre-
pared to make presentations for the next class.
The two-page syllabus students received ap-
pears in the Appendices at the end of this practi-
cal report as Appendix item 1.
2.2 The second class
The warm-up section of this class was for
students, individually, to state the topics they
had prepared for the class.
As an additional support to the students,
the teacher presented a model story with an-
swer and an outline sheet to the students.
The sample worksheet given to students in
the second class appears in the Appendices at
the end of this practical report as Appendix item
2.
The sample report given to students in the
second class appears in the Appendices at the
end of this practical report as Appendix item 3.
While the intention of handing out the
sample worksheets was to simply provide a
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model for students to organize their oral pres-
entations, students immediately began trans-
ferring their notes to the worksheets they re-
ceived. These worksheets were then used as
speaking notes for the students to present their
topics in the last third of the class.
Additionally, students handed their work-
sheets to the teacher at the end of the class.
This began a process in which the teacher’s cor-
rections and comments were passed back to the
students for all of the worksheets that students
handed in.
2.3 Subsequent first-stage classes in the Cur-
rent Events and World News course
The warm-up section for the third class was
for students to tell the class what they did dur-
ing Golden Week. This was to give students the
opportunity to speak in front of the whole class.
The practice of having every student speak to
the entire class at least once in every class, one
of the goals of the course, was followed in every
class with the only exception being the final
exam.
The additional practice of dividing the class
time into three parts―warm-up presentations,
group work and topic presentations―was also
continued throughout the course.
Appreciating that the students wanted to
use the outline sheet as their worksheets and
hand in their notes as if they were assignments,
a slightly modified outline sheet was distrib-
uted to students at the end of the third class.
The sample worksheet given to students in
the third class appears in the Appendices at the
end of this practical report as Appendix item 4.
This was the outline that students used for
the rest of the course. Actually handing in an
outline sheet was not mandatory. Being ready
to present information was, however, a require-
ment. Some students handed in rough notes on
their own paper rather than the report form
that was provided.
First-stage classes―in which students gave
individual reports―ended with the fifth class in
the 15-week semester.
2.4 Second-stage classes in the Current Events
and World News course
In the second stage of the course the stu-
dent moves beyond the role of reporter, gather-
ing, organizing and sharing information, and
into the role of news desk presenter.
Following on the example from the first
section, the warm-up part of the class allowed
students to say what they had done during the
past week. Most of the time, students described
some fun activity they had enjoyed. Other per-
sonal activities, like part-time work or family
events, were also described. In keeping with the
role as news desk presenters, groups of four or
five students went to the front of the room to-
gether to give their brief accounts.
Next, students who had turned in reports
the week before received their assignment
sheets with the teacher’s feedback.１）The class
got into their teams of four or five students and
reviewed the feedback before working on their
presentations. During this time, the teacher
visited with each group. Students could receive
individual explanation of the teacher’s written
comments on their reports. The teacher could
record which topic each group member had cho-
sen, model how topics might be presented, pro-
vide support and encouragement and―most im-
portant of all―stress that team members must
help and learn from each other. The teacher
was generally able to spend five minutes with
each team before instructing them to rehearse
together and moving to the next team.
The final half hour was used for group pres-
entations, where teams would go to the front to-
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gether and form a “news desk” from which to
give their stories. The team was asked which
media outlet they were from : CNN, BBC World
News, Canadian Broadcasting or others. This
name was written on the board behind the
group and each student began the presentation
with a phrase like, “Hello, my name is * report-
ing for the BBC World News. Today my story is
about...” to give a feeling that they were part of
a news team.
2.5 Third-stage classes in the Current Events
and World News course
In the third stage of the course, an addi-
tional activity was added to the tasks of gather-
ing, organizing and sharing information. This
was to have students ask questions about infor-
mation that other students presented. Students
also needed to respond to questions they were
asked.
As in the second stage, the warm-up part of
the class in the third stage allowed students to
say what they had done during the past week.
Groups of four or five students went to the front
of the room together to give their brief accounts.
Other groups of four or five students asked
questions for the presenters to reply to. The
teacher set up the presenters by saying, “Imag-
ine you are talk show hosts. Please introduce
yourself. Then give one interesting piece of in-
formation about what you did last week.” The
teacher set up the questioners by saying, “Imag-
ine you are interviewers. Please ask the talk
show host a question.” A typical exchange
might be, “Hi, my name is * and last weekend
my family went to an art gallery.” The ques-
tioner might ask, “What was the show?” or
“What did you see?”
Next, students who had turned in reports
the week before received their assignment
sheets with the teacher’s feedback. The class
got into their teams of four or five students and
reviewed the feedback before working on their
presentations. During this time, the teacher
visited with each group. Students could receive
individual explanation of the teacher’s written
comments on their reports. The teacher could
record which topic each group member had cho-
sen, model how topics might be presented and
questions might be asked, provide support and
encouragement and continue to stress that
team members must help and learn from each
other and from the team they are asking ques-
tions. The teacher was generally able to spend
10 minutes with each set of teams before in-
structing them to rehearse together and moving
to the next set of teams. An important expan-
sion of the group work section was that teams of
presenters and questioners had the chance to
work together before giving their presentations.
Once a group had presented and another group
had asked questions the roles were switched.
In keeping with the format from the second
stage, the final half hour of the third stage was
used for group presentations, where teams
would go to the front together and form a “news
desk” from which to give their stories. The team
was asked which media outlet they were from :
CNN, BBC World News, Canadian Broadcast-
ing or others. This name was written on the
board behind the group and each student began
the presentation with a phrase like, “Hello, my
name is * reporting for the BBC World News.
Today my story is about...” to give a feeling that
they were part of a new team. The additional
task added in the third stage was that the ques-
tioners―as a team―had to analyze the pre-
senters’ opinions or information to coordinate
what questions to ask. Presenters then needed
to be able to give logical responses to the ques-
tions. The teacher played the role of moderator,
as needed.
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2.6 The final three classes in the Current Events
and World News course
The final three classes were designed to re-
fine what students had learned, demonstrate
the use of available electronic resources to re-
search topics, and limit the number of topics to
three.
2.6.1 The third-from-last class : preparing for the
final exam
The third-from-last class allowed students
to have some opportunity to present their topics
or ask questions about presentations.
For the group work part of the class, three
current news photos were handed to students
on a keyword search sheet. Groups were in-
structed to write down any words they thought
of to match the photos and to also write possible
headlines for each photo. During this time, the
teacher visited with each group to give sugges-
tions and encourage sharing of ideas.
The worksheet given to students in the third
-from-last (July 14, 2011) class appears in the
Appendices at the end of this practical report as
Appendix item 5.
Next, the teacher brought the class to-
gether to complete the keyword boxes on a
sheet that was projected onto the screen at the
front of the room. As keywords were added, the
teacher switched the projected image to a live
Internet search using the “Google” search en-
gine.
After this exercise, the teacher handed stu-
dents completed sheets. These were to be used
to help students prepare for the final exam.
The completed sheet given to students in the
third-from-last (July 14, 2011) class appears in
the Appendices at the end of this practical report
as Appendix item 6.
2.6.2 The second-last class : the final exam
The second-last class was the final exam.
Students were allowed to leave after 45 min-
utes, but many used more time and some con-
tinued working on their exams until the end of
the class time. Students turned in their exams
and signed their names on the class seating
plan when they were leaving.
The exam sheet given to students in the
second-last (July 21, 2011) class appears in the
Appendices at the end of this practical report as
Appendix item 7.
2.6.3 The last class : “taking up" the final exam
There were three goals for the final class.
These were to : 1) Give students a chance to
compare their answers to a model answer. 2)
Enable students to explain their topics to other
students. 3) Provide the opportunity for stu-
dents to present their topics and ask other pre-
senters questions.
At the start of the last class, exams were
handed back with corrections and comments
and sample answers to all three stories were
distributed to all students. Students had a
chance to read corrections and comments on
their exams and compare them to the sample
answers. During this time, the teacher visited
each desk to clarify any comments or answer
any questions the students had.
Next, students were assigned into teams of
four or five and given the roles of presenters or
questioners. Sets of teams met at various loca-
tions in the classroom to work out the questions
they would ask and answers they might give.
The teacher visited these clusters of eight or
nine students to support them in setting up and
practicing this activity.
Finally, teams of presenters were able to
speak about their topics and have other teams
ask questions. Students were also prepared to
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switch roles. This followed the usual format of
the third-stage classes.
The group of sample answers given to stu-
dents in the last (July 28, 2011) class appears in
the Appendices at the end of this practical report
as Appendix item 8.
3. Results - Evaluation of how Students de-
veloped English Skills by Reporting on
Current Events and World News
Students received ongoing feedback in the
form of corrections and comments on their
worksheets to highlight areas they’re gaining
skills and suggest places to improve. Students
also received a “snapshot” of their progress in
the form of a report feedback sheet with a nu-
merical grade about halfway through the
course. The final examination or quiz was an
additional method for confirming the students’
ongoing levels (and steady improvements) in
the course.
Five criteria２）were used to grade students :
– Attendance [and participation]
– Preparation of information
– Describing their story or findings to get their
points across and express their ideas
– Expressing thoughts in grammatically correct
and appropriate English
– Forming an opinion and presenting a point of
view
4. Discussion
This practical report described ways report-
ing on current events and world news helped
Japanese university students develop a wide
range of English skills. Group work was a focus
of the course to provide a learning experience
more similar to most work environments than a
model where individuals work in isolation. Over
the duration of the course, students were pro-
gressively challenged to expand their range of
abilities.
Ultimately, every student was able to stand
in front of an audience and, in many cases with-
out needing to refer to notes, share information
from their research. Students had practiced
presentation skills that included establishing
eye contact with their audience, smiling and
maintaining a friendly attitude, speaking
clearly and using voice modulation, having
proper posture and using appropriate gestures.
This is a useful talent that will serve students
well in corporate and academic as well as social
situations. Speaking effectively is a career-
making ability and its importance cannot be
overstressed. The purpose of language is to
share thoughts, ideas, opinions and informa-
tion. The highest level of language use is the
ability to discuss and debate political, economic
and social issues―topics covered in a course on
current events and world news―with fluency
and competence.
One might feel concerned about setting too
high an expectation on students in terms of
workload, performance and production. Indeed,
some modifications to the first concern, work-
load, are necessary to make this course more
user friendly and less daunting. These adjust-
ments would include limiting the topic choices
to three teacher-selected articles, as in the final
exam, and expanding the time students have to
prepare their presentations. A cycle of one topic
presentation every three weeks may be suffi-
cient in light of the fact that students still have
the opportunity to make a mini warm-up pres-
entation each class even if they are not present-
ing their topic that week.
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5. Conclusion
Undoubtedly, other refinements and vari-
ations may further upgrade this course. An ad-
aptation of the process used for the final three
classes and an incorporation of this format―
which included such components as keyword
search training, a more limited range of choices,
sample answers and the opportunity for stu-
dents to improve their work based on teacher
feedback before giving presentations―into the
earlier stages of the course promises to be effec-
tive in further offerings of this course. Teachers
may find it useful and are wholeheartedly en-
couraged to reformulate a combination of the
elements described in this practical report to
their own purposes.
*This practical report was written in the main by Lawrence Karn, with the invaluable input and very
kind assistance of Takahiko Hattori.
Notes
1) This process meant that every sheet passed in had been photocopied so the teacher had a record
of what the student had written. The positive aspect of this was that the teacher had over 300
pages of material written by students from which to assess the students’ progress and develop-
ment. The negative aspects of this process, in addition to the use of 600 sheets of paper, included
the burden on students to produce so many reports, the defocusing on presentation and delving
into the mechanics of grammar and spelling, and that students might feel overwhelmed at the
need to research a new topic weekly. Indeed, the first adjustment to this process was to relax
the need for students to hand in a report each week. Instead, students only needed to hand in
reports every two or three weeks.
2) The two-page course syllabus, which was handed out to all students in the first class, also listed
these five evaluation criteria.
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Appendices
Appendix item 1
The two-page syllabus students received is set out below :
Current Events and World News Course Syllabus
-two page outline to students
Course Goals and Aims
The goal of this course is for students to practice the functional use of English by gathering, pre-
senting and analyzing information about a wide range of interesting and important topics.
Method
Each week students will prepare a five-minute summary of a subject or event from the news of the
past week. Topics may include international news, but also include sports, weather (if there are is-
sues connected with the weather), entertainment, music, business and finance, science, nature,
food, health, the arts, fashion or travel. The only guidelines are that students must choose differ-
ent areas each week and must be prepared to report on the event or activity and explain why it is
newsworthy.
Plan
The course will be divided into three sections, each of which builds on the earlier part. The first
classes (Part 1) will require students to gather information and organize their topic for sharing
with classmates. The middle group of classes (Part 2) will require students to gather information,
organize their topics in a small group with other classmates and present information as part of a
“news desk” team. The third group of classes (Part 3) will require students to gather information,
organize their topics with their team for presentation in a “press conference” format, and to re-
spond to questions by other pre-chosen teams playing the roles of investigative journalists.
Materials
Course content will be gathered from a wide variety of information sources. Newspapers, maga-
zines, Internet sources, radio and television broadcasts will all be used.
Part 1 - role : reporter
Function : Information gathering, organizing and sharing
Structure : The first five classes will require students to gather information and organize their
topic for sharing with classmates.
Content : Basic skills, such as the “wh” questions as well as “how?” when relevant, can be practiced
in the first group of classes.
The students’ research can provide them with three to five minutes of information for sharing if
they simply spend one minute explaining each part of the story they have selected. The following
simple structure can be used. For example :
A - What is the story about? This requires students to summarize the information in their own
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words.
B - When did this event happen? This is simple factual information, but may also be useful in talk-
ing about ways in which a series of events are linked.
C - Who are the main characters or spokespersons in this story? This will be clear if the story is
about a celebrity, less obvious for other stories. There will always, however, be a human element
to comment on.
D - Where did this event happen? This question may be a factual detail or very important to the
story.
E - Why did this event happen? This question may be answered by the information the student has
researched. Asking why also gets students to look for the underlying causes for an event.
F - Finally, discussing “how” aspects of a current events issue or recent news story allows students
to give other points of view about a topic or story. This may be similar to the “why” question above ;
more importantly, both E and F are areas that encourage and require students to say why they
feel the event they’re reporting on is important and how it is important.
This six-question guideline will be useful in the beginning. However, it doesn’t have to be followed
perfectly and strictly as long as the student can cover all the important points in their topic.
The six-question guideline is simply a convenient structure for students to use to organize their
three to five minute reports in the first part of the Current Events and World News course.
Current Events and World News Course Syllabus - page 1 of 2
Part 2 - role : news desk presenter
Function : Information gathering, organizing, sharing and presenting
Structure : Classes in part two will require students to gather information, organize their topics in
a small group with other classmates and present information as part of a “news desk” team.
Content : This section builds on the basic skills students practiced in Part 1 and adds a group work
component. In teams of roughly five students, taking on the roles of news desk presenters, each
student will present a different aspect of the news. Together, the group must co-ordinate their
presentation. Two guidelines must be followed : first, each student must present a different news
area ; second, students must switch roles each week. For example, a student can’t present only
entertainment news from week to week. Everyone should get a chance to present stories from at
least five areas.
Part 3 - role : press conference speaker and questioner
Function : Information gathering, organizing, sharing, presenting and analysis
Structure : The classes in part three will require students to gather information, organize their top-
ics with their team for presentation in a “press conference” format, and to respond to questions by
other teams playing the roles of investigative journalists.
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Content : This section further refines the skills in Part 1 and builds on Part 2. The group work
component is also expanded in a situation that simulates a press conference with reporters–in the
roles of investigative journalists–asking questions of the presenters. As with part 2, teams of four
to five students, taking on the roles of news desk presenters acting as a team giving a press confer-
ence or news briefing, each present a different aspect of the news. Together, the group must co-
ordinate their presentation. As with Part 2, each student must present a different news area and
students must switch roles each week. The main difference between Part 2 and Part 3 is that des-
ignated teams act as investigative journalists, each asking one presenter one question and allow-
ing the presenter to reply to the question. The additional skills added to Part 3 are that the ques-
tioner must analyze the presenter’s opinion or information to think of what question to ask. The
presenter must be able to give a logical response to the question.
Overall, students should have fun with the course and improve their practical use of English by
discussing topics and subjects they find interesting and exciting.
Evaluation
Goals and measures : Evaluation will be ongoing, to give students a snapshot of areas they’re gain-
ing skills and places to improve.
The five regular criteria will be :
1 - Attendance
2 - Preparation of information
3 - Describing their story or findings to get points across and express ideas
4 - Expressing ideas in correct and appropriate English
5 - Forming an opinion and presenting a point of view
These five criteria will be used to assess the students during the regular classes in the course.
Current Events and World News Course Syllabus - page 2 of 2
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Appendix item 2
Sample worksheet given to students in the second class :
Current Events and World News Course
OUTLINE for student reports
[Basic report structure : story, information, ideas.
Please remember the goals are gathering, organizing and sharing information from the news of the
past week.]
Headline : What is the story, topic or event?
[Give a brief summary of the story.]
Who did this story happen to? [Or, who is this story about?]
Where and when did this story happen?
Why is this story interesting or important?
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Appendix item 3
Sample report given to students in the second class :
Current Events and World News Course sample report for April 21, 2011
[Basic structure : story, information, ideas]
Headline : Poll shows Japanese frustrated
Topic : Japan’s feelings about government action to deal with the disaster after March 11, 2011, as
reported by the BBC (British Broadcasting Corporation)
What happened?
Japan’s major newspapers, The Asahi Shimbun, Mainichi Shimbun and the Nikkei busi-
ness daily asked Japanese people their opinions about how the crisis is being taken care of.
When did this happen?
The poll was conducted over the weekend of April 16 and 17, 2011.
Who did it happen to?
About 1,600 Japanese people were contacted. These people were asked about the govern-
ment response to the crisis in Japan after the March 11 earthquake and problems at the
Fukushima nuclear facility.
Where : People got telephone calls in their homes over the weekend.
Why did this happen?
A survey or public opinion poll is a good way for newspapers and other media to get a
sample of information on what people think about a particular topic. This is useful if we feel the
ideas of the 1,600 people who were asked questions are the same as the ideas and opinions of all
other Japanese.
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Appendix item 4
Sample worksheet given to students in the third class :
Today’s date :
Please Print in English
Name :
Student number :
Please check : Period 1 Period 2
Current Events and World News Course
OUTLINE for student reports
[Basic report structure : story, information, ideas. Please remember the goals are gathering, organizing
and sharing information from the news of the past week.]
Headline : [Please make this short. Note the type of news. For example, Regional, Health, Entertain-
ment, Technology, Arts, Business, etc.]
What is the story, topic or event? [Give a brief summary of the story.]
Who did this story happen to? Or, who is this story about?
Where and when did this story happen? [Please give facts here.]
Why is this interesting or important? [Please support your ideas.]
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Appendix item 5
Worksheet given to students in the third-from-last (July 14, 2011) class :
Current Events and World News July 21, 2011 Final Exam
*** Please choose only one story for your report. ***
[Note : For copyright reasons, the three photos of news events cannot be reproduced in this journal.
Instead, there will be brief descriptions of each of the pictures.]
1.
Headline :
2.
Headline :
3.
Headline :
This picture box contained a photo of cyclists racing
past the Chateau Saint Michel in the French country-
side.
This picture box contained a photo of Prince
William and his wife, Katherine, wearing
white cowboy hats and standing behind a
sign reading “Calgary Stampede” in block
letters.
This picture box contained a photo of the
launch of the Space Shuttle.
Keywords :
Keywords :
Keywords :
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Appendix item 6
Completed sheet given to students in the third-from-last (July 14, 2011) class :
Current Events and World News July 21, 2011 Final Exam
*** Please choose only one story for your report. ***
1.Headline : Tour de France cyclists ride through the French countryside
Reference sites :
http : //en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bicycle_racing
http : //news.bbc.co.uk/sport2/hi/cycling/13779484.stm
http : //www.letour.fr/us/homepage_horscourseTDF.html
http : //about-france.com/tourism/tour-de-france.htm
2.Headline : Royal Couple William and Katherine tour North America
Reference sites :
http : //royaltour.gc.ca/index-eng.cfm
http : //www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-14090248
http : //www.princeofwales.gov.uk/personalprofiles/thedukeandduchessofcambridge/
3.Headline : The Final Flight of the Space Shuttle
Reference sites :
http : //edition.cnn.com/2011/US/07/07/space.shuttle.final.crew/
http : //www.nasa.gov/mission_pages/shuttle/main/index.html
http : //www.bbc.co.uk/news/science-environment-14097617
http : //www.bbc.co.uk/news/science-environment-13988231
This picture box contained a photo of cyclists racing
past the Chateau Saint Michel in the French country-
side.
This picture box contained a photo of Prince William
and his wife, Katherine, wearing white cowboy hats
and standing behind a sign reading “Calgary Stam-
pede” in block letters.
This picture box contained a photo of the launch of the
Space Shattle.
Keywords :
bicycle
racing
Europe
2011
Keywords :
couple
Calgary Stampede
2011
Keywords :
rocket
takeoff
fly
2011
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Appendix item 7
Exam sheet given to students in the second-last (July 21, 2011) class :
Please Print in English
Name :
Student number :
Please circle : Period 1 Period 2
FINAL EXAM
Current Events and World News Course
OUTLINE for 21 July 2011 final exam student report
[Three news stories were given to you on July 14, 2011. Please organize and share information from
the one you selected.]
Headline : [Note the type of news and main feature.]
What is the story or event?
[Give a brief summary of the story.]
Who did this story happen to? (Or, who is this story about?)
Where and when did this story happen? [Give facts here.]
Why is this story interesting or important? [Opinion with support.]
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Appendix item 8
Sample answers all students received in the last (July 28, 2011) class :
Today's Date :
28 July 2011
FINAL EXAM Article 1. Sample Answer
Current Events and World News Course
Possible points that may have been made in the 21 July 2011 final exam student report
[Three news stories were given to you on July 14, 2011. Please organize and share information from
the one you selected.]
Headline : [Note the type of news and main feature.]
Article 1. International Sports : Tour de France cyclists ride through the French countryside
What is the story or event?
[Give a brief summary of the story.]
The Tour de France is the most famous bicycle race in the world. It is also one of the most famous
sporting events in the world. The Tour de France began in 1904. This year’s race will be the 98th
time this event has taken place. The rider with the fastest time each day is given a yellow jersey to
wear. The rider with the best time in hill climbing is given a white jersey with red polka dots.
Who did this story happen to? (Or, who is this story about?)
Where and when did this story happen? [Give facts here.]
This is a story of individual competition and team effort. Each team has nine members. The course
they ride goes through some of the most beautiful scenery in France and nearby countries. The event
is from July 2nd to 24th and the course is over 3,000 kilometers long. There are six parts to the 21-
day race to test the riders’ abilities to endure and adapt to different road and weather conditions.
Why is this story interesting or important? [Opinion with support.]
This story is interesting as a sporting event because of its long history. It lets people watching the
race see many World Heritage sites the riders race through. It is an eco-friendly event that encour-
ages people to ride bicycles, enjoy nature and stay fit. It is an event that encourages international
understanding, cultural appreciation and tourism. The festivities accompanying the Tour de
France are also good for business in each town and village it passes through.
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Today's Date :
28 July 2011
FINAL EXAM Article 2. Sample Answer
Current Events and World News Course
Possible points that may have been made in the 21 July 2011 final exam student report
[Three news stories were given to you on July 14, 2011. Please organize and share information from
the one you selected.]
Headline : [Note the type of news and main feature.]
Article 2. Celebrity News/International News : Royal Couple William and Katherine tour North
America
What is the story or event?
[Give a brief summary of the story.]
Great Britain’s newlywed royal couple, Prince William and the Duchess of Cambridge, his wife
Katherine, visited Canada on their first trip after their marriage. After a cross-Canada tour, they
continued their North American travels with a visit to California. There, the couple went to Holly-
wood parties and attended charity events.
Who did this story happen to? (Or, who is this story about?)
Where and when did this story happen? [Give facts here.]
This story is about the travels of a newlywed couple who are British royalty. They went to many
places across Canada, from Anne of Green Gables storybook house in Prince Edward Island to the
Western rodeo called the Calgary Stampede. In California, they met movie stars, supported chari-
ties and went to an art facility for inner-city children in Los Angeles. From June 30th to July 8,
2011 these aristocrats seemed to spread goodwill and good cheer each place they visited. Overall,
everyone who met the couple said they were friendly and kind.
Why is this story interesting or important? [Opinion with support.]
This story is interesting because it is like a modern-day fairytale. It is a story about a charming
prince and his beautiful wife who wears high-fashion clothing. There are other famous royal fami-
lies in the world, like the Prince of Monaco and the Japanese Royal Family. Maybe they can help
promote Monaco or Japan the way the British royals are helping to make Great Britain seem ro-
mantic and exciting.
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Today's Date :
28 July 2011
FINAL EXAM Article 3. Sample Answer
Current Events and World News Course
Possible points that may have been made in the 21 July 2011 final exam student report
[Three news stories were given to you on July 14, 2011. Please organize and share information from
the one you selected.]
Headline : [Note the type of news and main feature.]
Article 3. Science and Space : The Final Flight of the Space Shuttle
What is the story or event?
[Give a brief summary of the story.]
After 30 years of service, and on its 135th mission, the last space shuttle was launched. It blasted off
from Kennedy Space Center on July 8, 2011. Tens of thousands of people gathered to watch the
launch. The purpose of the 12−day mission was to bring supplies and equipment to the Interna-
tional Space Station. These supplies were carried in a robotic container named “Raffaello”, which
NASA calls a Multi−Purpose Logistics Module. Raffaello will carry a year’s worth of supplies.
Who did this story happen to? (Or, who is this story about?)
Where and when did this story happen? [Give facts here.]
This story is about the end of the Space Shuttle program and the “retasking” of the astronauts and
personal who worked on this program. The first shuttle mission was launched in 1981 as a way for
the United States to test the idea of a reusable spaceship. Rising maintenance costs, two past shuttle
crashes and the need for a newer type of spacecraft made NASA decide to retire the shuttle.
Why is this story interesting or important? [Opinion with support.]
This story is interesting because we all have dreams of space travel and life on other planets. The
Space Shuttle program helped build the International Space Station (ISS) and carried scientific
devices like the Hubble Space Telescope into orbit. Future crewed missions will rely on Russian
rockets and spacecraft built by private companies. Robotic spacecraft may also be used to supply the
ISS and service communications satellites. Japanese industries may help to develop this type of
technology.
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